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which had about 3,000 inhabitants when the writer surveyed it in 1923.
Of these about 1,200 were Japanese, and about the same number were
Koepangers from Timor. Only about 600 in this town in "White
Australia" were British! The reason was economic. The pearling trade
would vanish if it were left to the white Australians to supply the
crews. Usually there is a white skipper, two Japanese divers, a Japanese
engineer, and several sailors from Timor. These 'VolcmruP' folk are
bound by law to leave Australia later. No doubt the trade has greatly
diminished since the war started, but the writer has no accurate data
on this point.
Is THERE A SUPERIOR RACE?
We Europeans are familiar with the term "Yellow Peril/' with its
connotations that our civilization is menaced by vast hordes of under-
paid workers from the east of Asia. This problem is essentially an
economic one, but the reference to colour suggests that to the ignorant
layman, race (i.e., biological inheritance) is involved. Il" is salutary to
realize that many of the millions in the Orient have little admiration
for our civilization; or, as regards "race," for the "salmon coloured
hatchet-faces" as they describe our more or less ruddy complexions
and elongated faces.
This type of controversy will die out as it is realized that the people
of eastern Asia are built up of much the same stocks as the folk in
Europe. One of the most important results of the racial classification
advocated in this book is that it shows that much of the biological
gap between "East and West" (as advocated by the pronounced
Imperialist) has little or no scientific basis. Nevertheless in Europe
itself there is a biological difference between the brakcph Alpines and
the dokeph Nordics, while the latter have numerous minor biological
distinctions from the short, dark, slender Mediterraneans. Can we
show that there is any endowment of physique or talents which sets
one of these three races above the other? We shall return to this
problem later in dealing with the nations of Europe. Here the broader
aspects of race superiority will be considered,
A number of years ago a famous American publicist aroused much
interest by his "Summary of the History of the United States in 500
Words." It has seemed to the writer possible to summarize the history
of the world in three words, as follows: "Centrifugal Alpine Expan-